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Creative Ideas
for Estate Gifts

by Amy Gross
Gift Planning Officer, American Red Cross

It's important to know that the Red Cross can work
with you on highly sophisticated arrangements for
estate planning. Here are just a few possibilities:

Pay a lifetime income to your heirs.

A charitable trust can be established through your
will to provide lifetime
income for family
members, with the
remainder going to the
Red Cross when the
trust ends. Your estate
would be entitled to a
charitable deduction for
~ the value of our right to e
receive the property in o
the future. You also can o o
eave funds orsecuriies  AMEriCorps Members, Volunteers Promote Fire Safety on

to the Red Cross, and

o
we can provide a charitable gift annuity to a relative MLK Day Of Ser‘"ce by Cindy Sanchez, Americorps-Calif. Safe Corps member

or friend for life.

On Jan. 19, more than 50 Red Cross volunteers distributed “This event was a terrific collaboration of AmeriCorps

Reduce “death taxes” with a lead trust. vital fire safety and prevention information in Inglewood as members, and youth and adult volunteers, providing much-
Consider a gift to the American Red Cross that part of t.he ngtionwide Martin Luther King Jr. I?a){ of Ser.vice. ngeded fjisaf,ter safety infprmatiop in the city of Ingl'ewood,"
allows you to give income from investment assets . Meeting first at the Red Cross Sou:ch East Plstrlct Office said Maria Elizondo, AmeriCorps site manager, American Red

. . in Inglewood and led by the chapter’s AmeriCorps team, Cross of Greater Los Angeles.
fora number of years, with all assgts returning to volunteers broke into groups and then canvassed the Bee Kong, Youth Services coordinator added, “The
your family at a later date. A Charitable Lead Trust Morningside Park neighborhood from Manchester Blvd information and volunteers were well received by the
lets you control the eventual distribution of all your to 78th Street. Each group went door to door educating residents, and volunteers went home knowing they made a
property and share a meaningful gift between your residents about how to make escape plans with their families  difference in their community.”
family and the American Red Cross. Lead trusts are and how often to change smoke alarms.

genera”y used to reduc? feder_al transfer t.axes (glft Photo: AmeriCorps-California Safe Corps member Jillian Jackson (left) and Red Cross Youth members Tess Kallmeyer and Shannon Leap from Palisades
or estate taxes). Deductions will be especially high Charter High School distribute fire and safety prevention information on Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service.

if you fund such a trust now, during this time of low

interest rates.
be made payable to the Red Cross at death without changing For more information, please contact Amy Gross at 310-454-9916 or

Consider beneficiary designations. your will. Remember, too, that revocable living trusts can grossa@arcla.org or visit www.redcrosslegacy.org. News of bequest
Don't forget that life insurance policies, IRAs and name the American Red Cross to receive benefits during life intentions is extremely helpful in our future planning and gives us the
most financial accounts and brokerage accounts can  and at death. opportunity to thank you.

Why are the Clarks so happy?

Greater Los Angeles Chapter Launches

“Partners Program” for Businesses They increased their income by
by John Charnay, Director of Major Gifts creating a charitable gift annuity with
, , , L . the American Red Cross.
Businesses are the lifeblood of any community. In addition to providing
employment in these tough times, local businesses are a primary source
of funding for Red Cross services. To encourage greater corporate Five wonderful things can happen
participation, the American Red Cross of Greater Los Angeles has launched with an American Red Cross
the Red Cross Partners Program for businesses. Charitable Annuity.
The Partners Program allows businesses to partner with the Red Cross Ko
and receive recognition, training and service benefits. Some of the benefits \ You can:
include: « Increase your income.
- free disaster preparedness training at the company’s location; ( + Reduce your income taxes.

« gift recognition on the American Red Cross Website; and

: « Reduce potential estate taxes.
« monthly service and program updates

» Bypass or reduce capital gain taxes.
« Help the American Red Cross help

One of the first members of this program is Carson-based Watson Land
Company. Jennifer Johnson, Public Affairs director, said “We are delighted to

partner with the American Red Cross of Greater Los Angeles toward fulfilling Wl *yE e - i your neighbors.
our mission of being a good corporate citizen by improving the quality of life k

For more information or to join the Partners Program, please contact : For more information, complete and return this form :
John Charnay at (310) 445-2685. I 1
We welcome and thank the newest members of the Partners : Mame: :
g ] 1
Program | A "
American Security Force, Inc. Jimenez Custom Painting ] 1
AO Freight Corporation (LAX) K\V. Collections, Inc. : City: State: Tip: :
Certified Service Reliance Steel and Aluminum Co. I _ _ I
Emser International Scott Halley and Associates, Inc. : Phones { ! Hirthate: :
Flo-Mac, Inc. Ustieon Sl Cei, e, I American Red Cross of Greater Los Angeles American !
Hansen Cold Storage Construction Watson Land Company 1 11355 Ohio A Los Angeles. CA 90025 Red Cross !
Holland & Knight Zenith Insurance Compan - oryente, Josrnaees -
ollan nig pany I ATTN: Amy Gross * (310) 445-2685 » FAX (310) 445-2680 Greater Los Angeles I
1 1
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 Twenty Five Thousand Dollars and %00
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PAY TO THE ‘;
ORDER OF American Red Cross of Southern California $25,000
DOLLARS
gl

Y Crafting a Plan for the Future

Board of Directors member Ellis Stanley, director

of Western Emergency Management Services at
Dewberry LLC, worked with other board members
and senior staffers at a recent board retreat to begin
creating a three-year strategic plan for the Greater

Los Angeles chapter.

Chapter Mourns the Death of
Longtime Volunteer

Marie Evans, RN, 85, a volunteer with
the Greater Los Angeles chapter for

35 years, passed away in December.
Marie volunteered at more than 125
local and national disasters, taught
hundreds of nurses how to be Red Cross
disaster volunteers and held numerous
volunteer leadership positions within
the organization.

Kl Catastrophic Disaster Plan Receives Financial Boost

Marvin I. Schotland (right), Executive Director of the Jewish Community Foundation

of Los Angeles, presents a $25,000 check to Paul Schulz, CEO, American Red Cross of

Greater Los Angeles, in support of the chapter’s Catastrophic Disaster Plan, a disaster
preparedness project to feed and shelter 250,000 people following a major disaster.

Kl Youth Learn First Aid Basics
Lila Marcia-Hernandez, University
High School (left), and Lisa Li,

West High School, practice rescue

| breathing during a Basic Aid Training

class for Red Cross Youth members.

Teens from five Los Angeles area
.| high schools took the class so

they can train elementary school
students about basic first aid.

It. is true... .
dlsasters.brmg out
the best in people.

The American Red Cross thanks all of the extraordinary men
and women who helped their neighbors in need during the
November 2008 Southern California wildfires:

Firefighters and other first responders who risked their lives
to save people, homes and property.

Volunteers who worked tirelessly to provide shelter,
food and comfort to evacuees and people who suddenly
became homeless.

Individuals, organizations, corporations and foundations
that donated generously to help their neighbors in need.

Thank you.

Thanks to Wildfire Donors
Your generous contributions to the American Red Cross helped us:

Serve 53,480 meals and snacks
Provide a place to stay for 3,952 evacuees
Provide overnight shelter for 1,772 people

Volunteer Paula Pruner: the “Face” of the
East San Fernando Valley Red Cross

by Danielle Bryan, Office of Volunteer Programs Intern

Some people carry the
holiday tradition of giving all year
round, giving freely of their time,
money, and love, while gaining
the gift known only to those who
give freely. Paula Pruner is one of
these extraordinary people — a
volunteer who leaves a lasting
impression on everyone she
meets.

Paula volunteers during
disasters and many days in
between, simply because she
loves to help people.

After Paula lost her job at a
cable company in 2004, her son
encouraged her to volunteer at
the Red Cross to help her through the transition.

Since then, she has volunteered 20 hours a week at the chapter’s East San Fernando
Valley District Office answering phones, processing Health and Safety course records,
taking payments for courses, and helping customers when they come in to purchase Red
Cross Health and Safety items.

Health and Safety Coordinator Bianca Bronk has worked side-by-side with Paula
for two years and relies on her to keep the office running smoothly. “Paula tackles her
assignments with enthusiasm and dedication,” said Bronk. “For many volunteers and
individuals who take our courses, she is the face of the Red Cross.”

Paula also works at local outreach events and blood drives and recently started taking
courses in order to become a member of the Disaster Action Team (DAT).

On a more personal note, Paula’s mother was ill eight years ago and required a blood
transfusion. It was the American Red Cross that made this possible, and for that Paula is
eternally grateful.

“Being a Red Cross volunteer gives me a sense of satisfaction and allows me to be
part of a larger community,” said Paula.
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