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Pandemic Severity Index
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Influenza Pandemics

2A(H3N2)1968-69

2A(H2N2)1957-58

5A(H1N1)1918-20

Pandemic 
Severity Index

VirusPandemic



++LA

People not Numbers

Characteristic 1958/68-like 1918-like

Severity 2                              Severity 5

Illness 90 million (30%) 90 million (30%)

Outpatient 45 million (50%) 45 million (50%)

Hospitalization 865,000 9,900,000

Mech. ventilation 64,875 745,500

Deaths 209,000 1,903,000
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Health Services Challenges

• National guidance for H1N1 pending

• Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

• Shelter Syndromic Surveillance

• Definition of a “healthcare setting”

• Coordination with DPH


