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	Emergency & Disaster Response

Santa Clarita Valley
Meeting Minutes
August 9, 2011


Attendees: Mary Douglas, Jean Scott, Louise Goudchaux, Richard North, Susan Klose, Simona Kreitzman, Matt Lien, Stella Weaver, Kris Ibarra, Dean Stewart, Michael Edwards
Excused: Jo Lasky, Kirk Nelson, Bruce Thompson, Catherine Thompson, John Fernandez, Julie Fernandez, Matt Seaver
	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Actions
	Responsible Party
	Follow-Up

Action/Date

	Welcome and Introductions
         Mary Douglas
	Brief, around-the-room introductions of attendees, with acknowledgement of new members and guests.

	
	
	

	 July was busy and so is the start of August
        Michael Edwards        
	It started with the 405 Closure over the weekend of July 16-17, (in which NOTHING HAPPENED…!!!) moved into the Monterey Park Incident the following Friday and Saturday, July 21-22, where we provided resources and shelter to residents evacuated from an independent living facility after a utility service explosion and fire caused a loss of electricity to their facility. And least the weather not factor into anything we do, our fellow volunteers just north of Antelope Valley, in Inyo County, had some flooding due to heavy rains in a short period causing rapid run-off of their still-heavy snowpack. Then, last Friday, we provided food and shelter for Littlerock residents overnight-(near Palmdale in the Antelope Valley, off the 138) after a train derailment in Antelope Valley were displaced due to fears of a possible hazardous chemical spill.
This past weekend, Logistics hosted a gathering in West LA to clean cots, repack shelter trailers, and meet other Region volunteers talk about the month they survived on Saturday.

As of this afternoon, we received a request from LA City Fire for canteen services for 150 residents and 40 first responders while they evacuate an area to try and control a natural gas leak. So it isn’t just DAT that is out on the frontlines, Logistics, Mass Care, External Relations are all getting their ‘time in the sun’ this summer. 
	
	
	

	Health and Safety announces some of its reorganization changes
         
	As some of you may be aware of, a new strategy has been implemented by Red Cross National Headquarters to all Health & Safety Departments nationwide.  These changes are widespread, affecting not only courses and products but also the basic structure of Health & Safety. The Los Angeles Region has been integrated into a larger territory that also includes Ventura County, Long Beach, Orange County and San Diego. 

This territory will no longer report to chapter management but to a divisional hierarchy. All operations will now be managed by Robert Taylor, the Division Service Delivery Director, based in the Bay Area. Sales will be managed by Debbie Seagle, Division Sales Director, based in San Diego. Both Robert and Debbie report to Timothy Archuleta, Executive Director. Additionally, below is a timeframe of past and future changes to H&S: 

· July 1st: New course pricing and AP fees. 
· July 18th: New H&S reporting structure came into effect, moving H&S operations from a chapter reporting structure to a division reporting structure.  

· September 15th: Division partners with the Red Cross Training Support Center; the national call center  will intake all community registrations, AP course records and instructor questions. 

· October 1st: the beginning of LA Region Health & Safety Staff reductions. 

Your new Health & Safety points of contact for the LA Region are as follows: 
Service Delivery: Robert Taylor: TaylorRo@usa.redcross.org
Sales:                Debbie Seagle: Debbie.Seagle@SDARC.org
In terms of moving forward, your support for the new strategic direction of Health & Safety is key. The changes will get our organization back on a strong financial footing so that we can continue to teach the many life-saving and critical programs within our communities.  These changes have been challenging, and in some cases disruptive, but we will do our best together to move forward.  
	
	
	

	 Leaning Forward Now So We Can Help Many More Be Prepared.

	With next month, September, being ‘Red Cross Preparedness Month,’ let’s start a bit early in making sure your home, family, neighbors, school, workplace, place of worship and any other locations you frequent are current in being ready. We have all kinds of tips and handouts to help guide you on this journey.
	Check personal preparedness and then that of those around you
	All volunteers
	On-going

	DSHR/DAT Advancement
     Promotion Committee
	Reminder:

All Applications for Promotion must be submitted to Paula Clamurro by August 22nd. The link to access the promotion application is  http://redcrossla.org/emergencyservices/documentlibrary.

To check the training and DAT call requirements, please go to the following link:  http://redcrossla.org/emergencyservices/files/2009/04/DAT-Training-Guide-Jan-2011.pdf. If you have any questions regarding your qualifications, please feel free to contact Sue Hunter at (310) 943-5266 or email her at hunters@arcla.org.
	Check promotion status with Paula C. and Sue H.
	DAT/DSHR Promotion Candidates
	Before August 22nd

	Things for District Volunteers to Do.

       Committee Reports            
	Represent your district at chapter committees. They meet every other month for approximately two hours, usually from 6:30 to 8:30PM on a weeknight. It is one of the fastest ways to learn what the many different functions and activities that the Red Cross does. Plus it gives the district a ‘seat at the table’ when things are discussed/ Chapter Committee dates are listed on Response Calendar (click on the Emergency Services Tab from the home page of www.redcrossla.org).
Logistics
Mass Care

Client Case Work

Disaster Mental Health

Disaster Health Services

DAT & DAT Staffing
Disaster Services Technology

Operations Management

External Relations

Youth Support  
	Attend one or more of the committee meetings and give a brief report back at the next district meeting
	Interested volunteers
	When meetings are scheduled

	Shelter Surveys

Louise Goudchaux

	We have new potential shelter sites that need to be surveyed and existing sites that need to be followed up on or resurveyed. Contact information does change and sometimes buildings are renovated or completely demolished. It is important for us to have this information! If you are a new volunteer and would like to shadow an experienced survey, please let Jo, Mary or Louise know and one of them will coordinate this with you.
	Contact Louise and confirm time to meet for next round of surveys.
	Interested volunteers
	On-going

	Hotel/Motel Agreements

Sally O’Sullivan

	We need to make sure the relationships and agreements we have are current with these partners. There are also some new vendors in some of our coverage areas that might be worth adding. This activity is especially appealing for new volunteers and someone with a flexible schedule And is supported by many experienced people.
	Check with Sally to see where she is on agreements. Some are just waiting for signatures.
	Interested volunteers
	On-going

	DAT Sign-ups 


	With LA Region volunteers still on deployments across the US, there is a need for those in town to help out by picking up additional DAT shifts. 

Easy-to-use web form to sign up for DAT, please click on this link to sign up:
http://arcla.info/dat_form.htm
Call our DAT Staffing Team at 310-445-2660

Send an email to datstaffing@arcla.org/
	Please sign-up for one shift a month and that will get us very close to fully the schedule.
	Interested volunteers
	On-going

	 Record your Volunteer Hours

	http://redcrossla.org/volunteers/volunteer-hours
                    Get your Red Cross SWAG!
Win a Red Cross Gift! 

Submit total service hours at RedCrossLA.org/volunteers (click “Volunteer Hours”)

to be entered to win!    

                                    Thanks!
	Should be no more than 30-45 seconds of time and you might win.
	All volunteers
	On-going

	      Upcoming Training


	Upcoming Classes Necessary for DAT:

Please note the following classes that are being offered over the next few weeks that are necessary for promotion in DAT. 
Shelter Operations Class 
August 9, 2011 

6:00pm-9:00pm

Antelope Valley District Office

Client Casework: Providing Emergency Assistance Class 
August 9th & 10th, 2011
6:00pm - 10:00pm
Santa Monica District Office
Attendance of both sessions is required.
 

Disaster Frontline Supervisor 
August 14, 2011
9:00am - 12:30pm
East LA (Commerce) District Office
 

Disaster Frontline Supervisor Simulation
August 14, 2011 
1:00-pm - 4:30pm
East LA (Commerce) District Office
 

ERVs: Ready, Set, Roll 

August 11, 2011

6:00 pm-9:00pm 

San Gabriel/Pomona Valley Chapter (Pasadena)

Disaster Action Team Workshop 

August 23, 2011

6:00 pm-10:00 pm 

Santa Clarita

Please check out the full schedule and register for courses online at http://classes.redcross.org/Saba/Web/Main.  

If you have any questions, Helen’s contact information is:
Helen Lemich

lemichh@arcla.org
(310) 597-1687
	Sign up if you need a class or two to promote in DAT or your DSHR activity. The newly-revised DAT Workshop is being taught in Santa Clarita on the 23rd.
	Interested volunteers
	Check calendar and SABA.

	          Adjournment
	Next meeting, September 13, 2011
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